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Program  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Virgil Conference Center 
Ernst-Grein-Straße 14; A-5026 Salzburg, Austria  

Tel: +43/662/65901-0 | Fax: +43/662/65901-509  
E-Mail: office@virgil.at 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday, July 2, 2014 
 
 
12:00 - 20.00   Registration at St. Virgil 
 
18:45 Welcome drink and warm reception by the organizer and partners 
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Thursday,   July 3,  2014 
 
 
8:45   Organisation Affairs ! 
 
9:00 - 9:30 Guenther Witzany 
  Introduction: Natural Codes do not code themselves  
 
9:30 – 10.00 Eugene Koonin 

Giant viruses and domains of life 
 
10:00 – 10:30 Luis Villarreal 

Viral consortia: A social force for ancient and recent life 
 
          Coffee Break – Tea Time (20 minutes) 
 
11:00 – 11:30 David Prangishvili  

Viruses from the dawn of life 
 
11:30 – 12:00 Mart Krupovic 

Evolutionary continuum between small RNA and DNA viruses 
 
12:00-12:30 Valerian V. Dolja 

Capsid-less and non-infectious viruses are integral to the Virus World  
 
  
          Lunch 
 
 
13:45 – 14:30 Ricardo Flores 

Viroids: filling the lower size niche for RNA genomes 
 
14:30 – 15:00 Aare Abroi 

Impact of (RNA) viruses on the genesis of cellular protein domain repertoire 
 
          Coffee Break – Tea Time (20 minutes) 
 
15:20 – 16:20 POSTER Presentations 
 
 
 
16:30 – 17:00 Sabine Mueller 

Engineering of ribozymes with useful activities in the ancient RNA world 
 
17:00 – 17:30 Gustavo Caetano-Anólles 

Untangling the cellular origin of viruses 
 
17:30 – 18:00 Eörs Szathmáry 

Dynamical questions of the early RNA world  
 
         Dinner 
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Friday,   July 4,  2014 
 
 
8:45  Organisation Affairs ! 
 
9:00 – 9:30 Lennart Randau 

Small RNA genes mediate genome rearrangement events in Archaea 
 
9:30 – 10:00 Matti Jalasvuori 

Patterns in genomic chaos: bacterial cells as vehicles of war  
in genetic struggle for existence 

 
10:00 – 10:30  Mariusz Nowacki  

RNA-mediated genome sculpting in ciliates 
 
          Coffee Break – Tea Time (20 minutes) 
 
10:50 – 11:30 John Mattick 

RNA at the epicentre of the evolution and development of complex organisms 
 
11:30 – 12:00 Marilyn Roossinck 

Persistent viruses in plants and fungi: molecular fossils 
 
12:00 – 12:30 Eric A. Miska 

Social RNA: update from invertebrates  
 
           Lunch 
 
13:45 – 14:30 Robert Gifford 

Endogenous retroviruses and the generation of genetic diversity in mammals 
 
14:30 – 15:00 Frederick Arnaud 

The evolutionary interplay between endogenous and exogenous sheep retroviruses  
and their host  

 
           Coffee Break – Tea Time (20 minutes) 
 
15:20 – 16:20 POSTER Presentations 
 
16:30 – 17:00 Keizo Tomonaga 

Bornavirus infection: a unique life style of an animal RNA virus in the DNA habitat 
 
17:00 – 17:30 Erez Levanon 

DNA and RNA editing of mammalian retrotransposons  
 
17:30 – 18:00 Joan Curcio 

Host co-factors of retrotransposon RNA localization to nucleocapsid assembly sites 
 
 
18:50  Congress Dinner with Music Performance 
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Saturday,   July 5,  2014 
 
 
8:45  Organisation Affairs ! 
 
9:00– 9:30 Karin Moelling 

Reverse Transcriptase and RNase H 
 

9:30 – 10:00 Juergen Brosius 
3.8 billion years of RNA 

 
10:00 – 10:30 Kevin Weeks  

Towards an RNA structure of everything 
 
          Coffee Break – Tea Time (20 minutes) 
 
 
10:50 – 11:30 Eric Westhof 

Constraints and Limits due to Base Tautomerism in Recognition Fidelity  
 
11:30 – 12:00 Peter Unrau 

A bright, high affinity, RNA aptamer-dye complex suitable for in vivo RNA tracking 
 
12:00 – 12:30 Andreas Werner 

Endo-siRNAs from natural antisense transcripts 
 

           Lunch 
 
 
13:45 – 14:30 Steinar Johansen 

Role of self–splicing introns beyond RNA splicing  
 
14:30 – 15:00 Harald Brüssow 

Modulation of gut microbiota by oral bacteriophages and nutritional interventions: 
insights from human intervention trials 

 
           Coffee Break – Tea Time (20 minutes) 
 
15:20 – 16: 20  POSTER Presentations 
 
 
16:30 – 17:00 Corrado Spadafora 

Retroelements in embryonic development, tumorigenesis and evolution 
 
17:00 – 17:30 Ravindra Singh 

A unique RNA structure that paved the way for the treatment of a leading genetic disease 
 
17:70 – 18:00 Minoo Rassoulzadegan 

RNA mediated heredity of an acquired pathology 
 
 
Dinner 
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Sunday, 6th July 

 
 
Sunday-Excursion half day to an extraordinary place near Salzburg: Hellbrunn 
(30 Euros including: transfer, guided tour and meals) 
 

 
 
 
 
Detailed Programm will be published after receipt of the  abstracts (June 2014) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




